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The International Dental Show (IDS) at Co-
logne has long been recognized as the perfect
event for professionals operating in the dental
sector to keep abreast of the state of the art.

The Journal of

ental
ongres

a ltaly set to shine at Cologne IDS

In 2013, there were over 125,000 visitors to
the event, and those attending this year will
find that they are really and truly spoilt for
choice. All the major international firms will
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The website
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community

ed dentistry and
smart communi-
cation networks.”
“The world of

plastics, and even the creation of PMMA

components for melting noble metals.
The possibilities are almost endless. Add-
ed to that are the links with procedures



a [he technical revolution sweeping across Italian dental

surgeries and

Right across Europe, digital technology is rev-
olutionizing the way dentistry is being prac-
ticed, especially in terms of the manufacture of
prosthetic devices in dental laboratories. Italy
is no exception, and, in fact, is at the forefront
of the digital revolution. According to the As-
sociation of European Dental Dealers (ADDE)
2013 figures, Italy could boast the highest
number of digital diagnostic systems installed,
and it is also among the frontrunners in terms
of CAD/CAM technology. As revealed by Key-
Stone Consulting’s annual OmniVision report,
the number of prosthetic solutions created
with the aid of CAD/CAM is rocketing up by
30% per year on average. Indeed, it is estimat-
ed that 350,000 were made in 2009, and by
2013 the figure had exceeded 1,100,00, despite
an overall reduction in the number of pros-
thetic devices manufactured.

Roberto Rosso, Key-Stone CEO reminds us,
“The continual renewal of technologies has
meant that the entire equipment sector expe-
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“IDEM Singapore delivered attendees who were engaged and interested in what we offered.
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rienced, in 2013 up to mid 2014, a revival after
a long investment lag.”

According to a survey conducted by the Odon-
toiatria33 online bulletin in September 2014,
68.5% of interviewees declared that they had
at least one dental radiograph in their surgery.
Still lagging behind, however, are the cone-
beam scanner and CAD/CAM milling devices.
Among the other new technologies will a lot of
ground still to cover are intraoral scanners, at
14.3%, a figure sure to increase over the next
few years, and dental lasers at 27.0%

As in all manufacturing sectors, these new
technologies have not had a uniform impact
across the profession, and even though 26.8%
of dentists stated that they wanted to equip
their surgery with at least one new digital tool
in the next 24 months, 73.2% declared that
they had no intention of doing so.

“The difficulty of professionals in approach-
ing these new technologies is due to the way
the dental service market is organized in Ita-
ly,” explains Prof. Massimo Gagliani, Scien-
tific Coordinator for the Dentistry division of
the EDRA/LSWR, “specifically in the hands of
sole operators with one dental assistant. A sin-
gle-dentist surgery, particularly in these times,
does not have sufficient financial resources to
be able to afford the expense that one, let alone
several, such tools entail.”

Added to that are the issues linked to an infor-
mation gap in this hyper-technological age, as
over 50% of practicing Italian dentists are over
50 years old.

“This generation of dental professionals,” con-
tinues Gagliani “is rather ambivalent about
the technological revolution, whether it be the
use of a personal computer, the internet, or
CAD/CAM technology. The over-50s dentist is
highly suspicious of technological innovation,
and sees changes in workflows in particular as
an arduous mountain to climb in such uncer-
tain weather and on such slippery economic
ground.”

This is reflected in Odontoaitria33’s survey,
which detected a problem adapting to change,
despite an awareness that the digital revolu-
tion will inevitable alter the way the profes-
sion is practiced. Indeed, a strong majority
of interviewees declared that they are aware
that CAD/CAM technology will revolutionize
the way dental prostheses are manufactured,
as these technologies enable the production of
prostheses that are more precise (43.0%), in a
shorter time (39.2%), and with reduced overall
manufacturing costs (17.8%). N.M.



